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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


This issue marks the start of 
the fourteenth year of "The West- 
ern Railroader", and as is our 
custom we pause to give credit to 
Jack Gibson, its founder, and who 
with John Carrick for many years 
personally printed it. 

Your editor trusts that over 
the long run that, dispite the 
issues that may have bored you, 
we have succeeded sufficiently to 
warrent your continued support. 

We are in receipt of word from 
Ruddy Brandt that the text for the 
long-awaited OCEAN SHORE special 
issue has been completed and that 
Charlies Ward is working on a front 
cover. 

For the many inquiries about 
back issues we have good news in 
that Grahame Hardy has stocked a 
supply of back issues from a num- 
ber of collections he has acquired. 
Write: Grahame Hardy; 2046 East - 
14th Street, Oakland, California. 


CIIANGE OF ADDRESS Please rem- 
ember "The 
Western Railroader"-when you have 
a change of address, and please 
give your old address too, Thanks. 





CLUB NEWS The NORTHERN CAL,. 
™————__ RAILROAD CLUB whici 
meets at the S.P. Depot in San 
Francisco-every Third Saturday ox 
the month, has elected the follow- 
ing officers for 1951: President 
Al Thoman, Vice President I. J. 
Brain, Sr., and Bob Townley, Sec- 
retary Richard C. Brown, and the 
Treasurer Theodore Gibson, The 
Secretary's address is 2346 - 35th 
Avenue, San Francisco, California. 


The PACIFIC COAST CHAPTER, R&LHS, 
which meets every fourth Friday of 
the month at Mills Tower, 220 Bush 
Street,San Francisco, will skip its 
December meeting as it falls on the 
Christmas weekend, 


| Witk 

The RAILROADIANS are again of the 
meeting in a diner at the S.P. | 15, We 
Depot in San Francisco on the ha 100 


Second Tuesday of the month, 5 eorvies 
The CALIFORNIA-NEVADA RAIL- 2 © 
ROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY is don- | tte le 
ating its locomotive 1903 to th: } 17. Th 
City of Oakland to be set up’as | ona t 
a monument near Lake Merritt. A} ond F 
old S.P, coach is being acquirei ry kl 
to be set up along with it. pees 7 

ake 
eastbo 
EXCURS IONS It appears as if allf while 
of the railfan grows h 
that joined in the Joint Railfa:} °°U'S 
Excursion Advisory Board last yui) The 
will again be represented plus tit} diesel 
addition of the Railroadians. A, hase 
meeting will be held around the — 
first of the year to start work wy Phila 
1951, tof th 
The plans-are not yet fully | Zepha 
developed but C-NRIHS is reported hi 
working on a trip to visit the / Pri 
Yreka Western via the Shasta Day. ) Budd 
light early in the year, The » the de 
R&LHS are working on a Calistoga |) proven 
trip using the "Sierra Nevada" as} 
far as Benicia. The Westwood trij 600-n 
is being worked upon- jointly by |) fornis 
the C-NRHS and R&LHS, and the R&M perio 
is also considering reviving the ¥ ¢,<; . 
Chico-Sterling City excursion plu. 
NOR-CAL plans for '51 include try ™ ac 
ing to secure the "Zephyrette” {Ww} ation 
some trips over the Western Pacill oki 
and a trip over the Cal-Western | | 
one of the motors, A JOINT traf ested 


this coming year may depend on t Th 
Suntan plans, but Monterey has b b 
suggested as a destination, yP 


| the | 

GREETINGS: We extend you holiday} 

greetings with the f 
November issue as it will probab 
be mid-January before the Decemb: 
issue reaches you. Don't worry | 
the issue is late--we always get” 
there eventually. is 
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With the first eastbound departure 





ain 'of the new Budd cars on September 
5eP. | 15, Western Pacific began operation of 
the ‘a 100 per cent streamlined passenger 
+m service. The first westbound Zephyr- 
don- | ¢tte left Salt Lake City on September 


to the ) 17. The cars operate in each direction 
up’as | on a triweekly (Sunday, Wednesday, 
tt. 4} and Friday) schedule, departing from 
anise ) Oakland Pier at 7:57 p.m. and Salt 
° | Lake City at 7:30 a.m. Running time 
eastbound is 22 hours and 48 minutes, 

if all@ while westbound the run takes 23 


hitter } hours and 30 minutes. 
ast yu\) The two modern self-propelled rail 


plus th diesel cars, Model RDC-2, were pur- 
gee chased from the Budd Company, 
work uf) Philadelphia, designers and builders 


‘of the cars used in the California 


ul y Zephyr, at a cost of $130,000 each. 

gms Prior to placing the order with the 
ta Day.\ Budd Company, Western Pacific put 
The the demonstrator (RDC-1) car in trial 
totem revenue service, operating over the 


ood trig 000-mile run between Portola, Cali- 
ly by |) fornia, and Salt Lake City during the 


the R&M® period January 18-27, thus being the 
ng the ® first railroad to have one of the cars 
ion plum. : : : 

ude trem in actual service. Prior to this oper- 


tte" {w@ ation, the car had toured the country, 


n Pacili making short exhibition runs for inter- 

stern enad officials 

NT tri) Sted railroad officials. 

d on t The success of the test was indicated 

_ “by prompt placement of an order for 
) the first Budd car to be purchased. 

holiday 

. the &§ 

pr obab The Western Railroader 

Decembt 

worry | 


ys get) 


THE BUDD CARS ARE ROLLING 





The model selected contains a 17-foot 
baggage compartment and seats 70 
passengers. This action was followed 
in a matter of hours by the NYC, who 
ordered two RDC-1’s (all passenger 
carrying cars). Since that time orders 
were placed by the C&ZNW, PRR, B&O, 
and NYS&W. 

For Western Pacific, the advent of 
the modern self-propelled diesel rail 
car presents a solution to an extremely 
knotty problem of passenger service. 
Its main line extends from Oakland to 
Salt Lake City, 928 miles. Two-thirds 


Rear view of the car shows electric marker lights 
and Mars, red oscillating tail light. Winged emblem 
was put on by Mechanical Department to match 
other WP power. 





T J 4 
Log ith, 
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of this mileage lies in Nevada and Utah, 
where population and related passen- 
ger traffic potential is sparse. The 
now famous and extremely successful 
Vista-dome California Zephyrs, intro- 
duced in March of 1949, were designed 
to attract the long-haul passenger, and 
feature a daylight schedule through 
the scenic Feather River Canyon. At 
this time local trains, Nos. 1 and 2, 
were established to perform the serv- 
ices that the Zephyrs fixed consist and 
fast schedule made impossible. De- 
spite all efforts, the financial return on 
these local trains was extremely dis- 
appointing, resulting in a loss ap- 
proaching a million dollars a year. 
To explore the capabilities of the 
Budd car, special arrangements were 
made with the Budd Company to 
modify temporarily the demonstrator 
model and to equip it for the test serv- 





Mirror provides good rear visibility for engineer. 
Comfortable chair-style seat was installed at Sacra- 
mento Shops. 
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ention 
ents. 
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ice held last January. Seats were re- 
moved from one end and a temporary 
baggage compartment was so con- 
structed that the interior trim ani 
decorations of the car were untouched? 
Since the demonstrator model pos. 
sessed no baggage doors for the period 
of the test, all head-end business hai 
to be handled via the conventiond 
vestibule doors. The Railway Expres 
Agency assisted by diverting, wher. | 
ever possible, shipments of unusud ¥ 





size or livestock. With the co-operation work | 
of the Budd Company’s service engi- would 
neers, a welded stainless steel sheathed Jess n 
pilot was designed and attached to th: metal 
front of the car, réplacing the truck- of the 
mounted pilots which, while satisfac. ing ™ 
tory for commuter service, was un- ys° he 
suited for main line service in moun. |/circle 
tainous terrain. \wheel 

In the test, which included runs |metall 
cresting the Sierra Nevadas at Beck- ond 





wourth Pass, traversing the Nevada 
desert and then descending from the | 





cycle. 


plateau to the floor of the Great Salt wey 
Lake Desert where it crosses the ati 
hto six 


Bonneville Salt Flats on a 43-mile tan- 
gent, the RDC-1 acted as a complete 
train and proved to be an adequate 
substitute for the usual steam-powered 
consist of two or more conventional | 
cars. fe 


Traffic-wise, the Budd car presents 
an attractive appearance. Its stainless / 
steel construction makes it a fitting | 
supplement to the California Zephyrs. © 
For this reason, Western Pacific ms 


clasps 
repla 
Sta 





dubbed the cars Zephyrette. Equipped 
with air conditioning and thermo- 
statically controlled heating, it affords 7 ( light 
a comfortable ride summer or winter. i“ : 
Temperatures well below zero were ae 
encountered during the test runs with- | 
out any discomfort to the passengers. | linst 
Cost-wise, the car can be 7 - 
. 
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or about one-half the cost of a con- 
entional train of equivalent appoint- 
ents. The two 275-horsepower diesel 
pngines, driving through torque con- 
erters, provide for smooth, rapid ac- 
eleration. The engines operate at. 
about 70 per cent capacity, except dur- 
ng starts, so general wear and tear is 
slight. Budd’s engineers figure that 
they can run for 4,000 hours without 
Pmajor overhauls. 


vere re. 
nporary 
$0 con- 
im and 
ouched 
lel pos. 
e period 
ess had 
entional 
Expres 












, wher. ff 

unusud }, As long ago as 1938, Budd started 
peration |work on a new kind of brake which 
2e engi. #would not only last longer, but make 


heathej Jless noise. Usual brakes consist of 
d to the metal shoes that clamp onto the rim 
: truck. Gof the wheels. The idea of metal touch- 
atisfac- fing metal seemed abhorrent to Budd, 
vas un- )so he constructed thick discs which 
circle the axles just inside each of the 






| moun: 
wheels. Brake shoes made of non- 
1d runs )metallic, but sturdy material, clamp 
t Beck. onto the sides of this disc, much the 
Nevada Same way hand brakes work on a bi- 
“om the @cycle. As a result, the brakes are 
eat Salt #Supposed to last for 10,000 miles with- 
ses the | out change of linings, as against four 
ile tan- | to six thousand miles for standard shoe 
omplete §°lasps and it takes only 62 seconds to 
dequate replace one. 
owered Stainless steel construction reduced 
2ntional | body maintenance while easy replace- 
} ment and repair of the diesel engines 
en simplify motive power maintenance. 
ailines ) In 6,000 miles of test service, the car 


- fitting | averaged 2.8 miles per gallon of diesel 
ephyrs. | fuel at a cost of slightly more than 
ific has | ree cents per mile. Fuel cost for 
sulpped steam locomotives usedin similar 
hermo- }) S°TVice averages 22 cents per mile. For 
affords #2 one-unit train the RDC is amazingly 
siete i light, and this helps account for the 
piss acceleration and high speed. Budd 


O were 
engineers saved 3,000 pounds per truck 


ith- © 
ad iby welding up a lightweight assembly 
erated fe instead of using solid castings. The 

» 

? 
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Collapsible conductor’s desk is located at rear of car. 


compact torque-converters save about 
12,000 pounds over the standard en- 
gine-to-generator-to-electric traction 
motor setup. 


Before being nlaced in service the 
cars were sent to Sacramento shops 
for mechanical and other improve- 
ments in order to make the cars more 
adaptable to Western Pacific service. 
Electric water coolers were installed 
in the car, as well as additional toilet 
and hot water facilities, and outlets for 
additional lights for convenience of the 
passengers. Eight photo murals, de- 
picting scenes in the Feather River 
Canyon, have been placed in each car, 
which decoration adds much to the at- 
tractiveness of the cars’ interiors. Re- 
clining seats have heen installed in the 
center compartment of one car for the 
use of through passengers, and the 
second car will be so equipped as 
soon as material is received from the 








Interior view shows two of the eight large photo 
murals installed in each car. 


factory. The front and back stationary 
portions of these seats are equipped 
with foot rests which may be folded 
upward and backward to an out-of- 
the-way position when not in use. 
Special fish racks were installed in the 
baggage compartment for convenience 
in handling shipments of iced fish, and 
gyro lights added in front and rear for 
additional safety. Lighted numbers, 
375 and 376, were installed on the roofs 
of the cars, and the front ends re- 
painted to match other power. 

For the convenience and comfort of 
the crews, water coolers were instalied 
in the c.»s of each car as well as 
modern well-cushinned engineer’s 
seats. A conductor’s desk was built ia, 





and a desk and hot plate added for usll 
of the baggage man. 

These improvements were developed 
and engineered by W. B. Wolverton, 
méchanical engineer, assisted by Mar-|, The 
shall Brown, chief draftsman, and R. E P*"S°: 


. ° yea nouns 
Schriefer, shop engineer. Preliminary ." wi 















preparations and test runs were ar- ghts 
ranged by Colin C. Eldridge, assistant (» the 
to the general manager. — 
stro 
ZEPHYRETTE SCHEDULES {ie ot 
Train No.2 DeparrureTime ‘TratnNo.ly Com 
(Sun., Wed., Fri.) (Mon., Thurs., Sat.) glan 4 
7:30PM San Francisco (Ferry) 5 a5 Ak d St 
7:57 Oakland Pier ................ ines 
8:08 Oakland (3d & Wshtn) é: 4 d ar 
f 8:40 NLS: eee 6:08 f gsugat 
f 8:53 yee 5:55 f @ecis! 
f 9:10 Pleasanton. ...................... ; f¢ 
f 9:19 EAVOTMOTE ........:.<...00:.-..:: f 
f 9:51 ee f 
10:27 Stockton. ...... 
10:51 Thornton. ......... 
11:27 Sacramento .................... 
12:22AM Marysville ....... 
1:02 Oroville ............. 
f 2:14 Pulga ........ 
3:01 Belden ...... 
3:47 | See 
4:07 Quincy Junction 
4:32 SE 
4:50 Blairsden ... 
5:15 (Ar) Portola .................... 
(MEAL STOP) 
5:55 (Dp) Portola .................... 
6:20 Reno Junction .............. 
6:50 a 
7:03 Herlong ae 
8:25 Gerlach 
9:05 Sulphur 
9:33 DD soe cossicscdicens 
10:25 Winnemucca 
11:24 Battle Mountain 
12:53 (Ar) Elko ..........-...-........ (D 
(MEAL STOP) ; 
1:30 (Dp) EMO ooi..cccccecseseseseseee (Ar) 1:23 oder 
2:23  Rieeeentens 12:16PM ¥°° ’ 
3:18 EES ee 11:17 AM 
4:25 Wendover |... 10:05 oy 
es 8:34 95! 
6:45PM Salt Lake City................ 7:30 AM : 


East of Oroville, Trains No. 1 and No. 2 os 
will stop on flag at any station to receive or ; 


discharge passengers. Pa 


tu 
@nd 
xp 
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| Muni Changes 
; K, L, N Lines 

To Be Buses 
Nights, Sundays 


The Muni's plans continue to 
ange! During October it was 
nnounced that the "Final Patt- 
n" was the Twin Peak shuttle 
ghts and Sundays with busses 
n the outer ends of the K and 
lines and the city was weigh- 
ng the conversion of the J or 
nstro hill lines or the purch- 
e of 25 PCC cars. 

Comes November 14th the new 
an is all bus service nights 
nd Sundays on the K, L and N 
ines with the busses going over 
nd around the tunnels, The 
sugar" on this pill was the 
ecision to purchase 20 to 30 
C's for the K and L lines. 

The change is scheduled for 
ometime in January--plenty of- 
ime to change their minds teo,. 
| The purchase of the PCC's, 
if it is done, will take the last 
illion 6£. the 20-million bond 
ssue. Delivery, if ordered, 
eand you can tell your editor 
Still doesn't believe they mean’ 
t--is expected in August, 1951. 


SPOKANE, PORTLAND & SEATTLE 
BUYS ROLLING STOCK, ENGINES 


The SP&S has announced the 
ollowing equipment purchases 
nd orders: 

a 6400 hp freight diesel has 
been recieved and a second was 
cheduled for November Ist. 

four 1600 hp road switchers 
re on order for December del- 
ivery. 

a snow plow is on order for 
muediate delivery. 

twelve steel cabooses are 
being built at the Northern 
Pacific shops at St Paul. 

' 200 gondola cars are on order 
(from American'Car & Foundry for 

951 delivery. 

_ 200 50-foot flat cars are on 
rder frem Pacific Car & Foundry 
or July, 1951 delivery. 

Two puliman cars for the joint 
P&S-GN Empire Builder's Portland 
tub were expected November Ist 
@nd a coach for this service is 
xpected in January; this will 
elease other streamlined equip- 

ent for the "Oriental Limited". 
} -- Walter Thayer 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC ITEMS 





The SP mixed run from Reno 
to Mina, numbers 605 and 606 
are now pulled by. road diesel 
5230, six days a week. The 
departure from Reno was changed 
to allow more time for service 
at Sparks. Coaches 1200 and 
1201 alternate on the run, 

Diesels 6019-5919-6020 and 
6021-5920-6022, both 6750 hp 
passenger engines, are used on 
trains 21-22 and 27-28 between 
Oakland Pier and Sparks, 


The "Cascade" is now carry- 
ing two reclining seat cars 
between Oakland Pier and Port- 
land with reservations required, 

-- Garth Bertz 

Engine 3509 was on the head 
of a fast freight #420 when a 
couple of cars derailed and jack- 
knifed into train #423 on a sid- 
ing alongside at Livingston on 
November 9th. -- Stanley Snook 


WESTERN PACIFIC PLACES 
BIG ORDER FOR BOX CARS 

The W.P. placed an order for 
600 steel box cars on November 
6th with the Pullman Standard: 
Car Company for 1951 delivery, 


S.N.-T.S. ITEM While Tidewater 
Southern #132 
has been used on the Sacramento 
No: thern’s Woodland and River 
branches, it is now out of use 
on a siding at Westgate with a 
S.N. M.W. tank car attached for 
extra water, - Garth Bertz,. 





CAL CABLE ASKS MORE 3USSES 


The California Street Cable 
Railroad Company hasasked the 
State Utilities Commission for 
permission to substitute busses 
the full length of the O'farrell 
-Jones-Hyde route until the Bor 
Broadway Tunn71 work is comp- 
leted, The bus stub north of 
California has not worked out, 


NEWS ITEM FROM TIE NORTHWEST 








The Rayonier, Inc., has leased 
Northern Pacific 2263 and 2264, 
4-6-2 "Q-6's"' which have been sav- 
ed from the South Tacoma bone yard 
and are now at Rayonier's camp 
near Hoquium, --- ‘he Longview, 
Portland & Northern is expected 
to be taken over by the Northern 
Pacific in 1952, -- Al Frrrow 





CHESS'S GUESSES 





District Passenger Agent, Louis 
Chess was guest of a joint meeting 
of the R&LIS and C-NRHS in October 
at Mills Tower, San Franciscg, Ilis 
talk covered a wide range of S.P. 
topics, but a number of his obser- 
vations bear review as being of 
great railfan interest: 

1, The SP is considering a sig- 
nal system to permit two-way tra- 
vel on the double track Peninsula 
route (CTC?) so the express trains 
can get around the locals, . 

2. The SP has turned down the 
Budd car and if it buys anything 
for the Peninsula service it prob- 
ably would be something like the 
Burlington's gallery cars, 

3. There are 75 suburban cars 
and over 100 6C-foot coaches in 
the Peninsula pool, Traffic is 
still growing. Plenty of 60-foot 
cars still are available and the 
SP is rebuilding them for the run. 
Now trying leatherette seats, 

4. Lark cars now getting first 
real shopping since before war with 
Budd dinner from Sunset pool helping 
with replacement. Latest delivery 
of streamlined equipment provides 
extra cars to permit shopping cars 
during off-peak without breaking-up 
consists, 


REVISED ROSTER OF THE 
ARCATA & MAD RIVER RAILROAD 
By Stanley Borden 


For a long time railroad fans 
have been confused by photographs 
of Arcata & Mad kiver No 4, a 2- 
4-0, also as No. 5. It is now 
explained by these two rosters, 
First the Original Roster: 

0-4-0 “Black Diamond" 

"Arcata" 

T "North Fork" 

"Eureka" 

2 "Blue Lake" 

Engine No, 3 went through the 
Mad River bridge with a passenger 
train in 1896 and when it was 
repaired it was rebuilt to a 0-4-2 
with a tender instead of a 0-4-4T 
forney type. 

About the time the Korbel Bros 
sold out to the Northern Redwood 
Lumber Company the engines were 
renumber, 

So the Second Roster with additions: 
“Arcata” 

"North Fork" 

"Eureka" 

"Blue Lake" 

"Hoopa” (2) 

"Northern" 


0 
4 
2 
0 


-4- 
-4- 
-4- 
-4- 


Aue why 
NwNoOS 


SCOOPS FROM HARDY 





Grahame Hardy and Ted Wurm 
seem to be right on the Virg- 
inia & Truckee Railroad with 
their reports. During the past 
month the serial "Roar of the 
Rails” has been filmed on the 
road dispite the abandonment, | 
but the line shut down for good 
in Mid-November, The line is — 
now torn-up between Minden and | 
Carson City and scrap crews 
have started at Lakeview Stat- 
ion. 

V&T #5, 2-8-0, and the RPO 
car were shipped out over the 
Western Pacific consigned to 
Gilbert Kneiss giving rise to } 
the rumor that the WP was buy- 
ing the #5. Your editor got 
the rumor from two sources and 
there may be some truth in it, 

Mardy is still selling his 
V&T history and now has some 
paper weights of minature V&T 
11. This is not to be confus- 
ed with the ill-proportion one 
for sale elsewhere. Capt Shaw 


_drew the plans and a really 


ood casting was made,- Send 
£5.35 to Grahame Hardy, 2046 
East 14th St., Oakland, Calif, 


Hardy also reports that East 
14th Street is much quieter 
Since the A trains were cut 
back to the Alameda County Cour 
house. A single track in the 
center of the street has been 
laid for the last block so the 
trains can lay-over without too 
much of a traffic jam, Hardy 
wishes it known, however, that 
he doesn't like the busses, 


SALT LAKE CITY 


Five of Western Pacific's 
400 class mallets are at Salt 
Lake and it is. said Union Pac- 
ific gave one a try with the 
thought of buying them, 

Bamberger is painting the 
tops of its cars silver, The 
line is giving its bus and 
truck competitérs a bad time. 

Denver & Rio Grande Western 
has stopped scrapping engines. 
Its new Salt Lake entrance has 
stopped half completed as the | 
Saltair line refuses to permit 
a new crossing. i 

Kennecott Copper is keeping © 
four steam engines for service } 
around Magna and Garfield, 
among them 500, 107 and 200, 

-- Fred Fellow 
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